96. Offering lamps on
Sree Venkatachala. The story of
Vishnu Vridhdha

Vishnu Vriddha, a vdked man murdered his guru and
made the guru^ wife as his personal servant. He had immoral
life also with her. After some time he became a leper. The
guru^s wife also suffered misery. Vriddha^s house was burnt. He
felt ashamed. All the relatives  of Vishnu Vridha deserted
him.  Conscquen fly he went into a wilderness, where he
died a miscarable death. Finally he reached Hell. His sou,
Vedanama once went  to  Veukatachala.  Remembering the
sins which his father committed, he offered lamps to Sri
Venkateswara.  As a result,  his father was redeemed of
all his sins and went to Vishnu Loka. A light offered to Sri
Venkateswara ensuress happiness to the offerer. Any gift made on
the sacred hill enables the donor achieve immense merit. One who
listens to one sloka even of the  Glory of Sri Venkatachala
acquires the merit of a horse sacrifice (Ashwamedha).

One who listens to even a word of the glory of the holy
hil! gets redeemed of his worst sins. One in whose house  a copy
of the book "Sri Venkatachala-its glory'9 is available, achieves
longevity, health and wealth. In the end he goes to the domain of
Vishnu.